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THE PRECES (sung to plainchant) 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall show forth thy Praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us; 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, am ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord;  
The Lord's Name be praised. 
 
 
PSALM 31 vv1-8  (sung to a chant by Henry Lawes.  If you’ve not come across how we sing 
psalms, the / and – roughly correspond to changes of note…… see if we get it right!) 
 
1 In thee O Lord have I / put my trust:  

let me never be put to confusion, de- /liver - me / in thy righteousness. 
 
2 Bow / down thine / ear to me:  

O / haste thee / to de- /liver me. 
 
3 And be thou my strong rock and / house - of de- /fence:  

that / thou / mayest / save me. 
 
4 For thou art my strong rock / and my / castle:  

be thou also my guide, * and lead me / for thy / name's sake. 
 

Evensong – also called evening prayer when it’s not sung – is the end of the day service 
of the Church in Wales.  The words of the service are almost exclusively taken from the 
Bible, and includes themes of inner peace and asking for God’s protection. 
 

The opening responses are followed by a poem from the book of Psalms.   
 

An Old Testament reading is then followed by the Magnificat – the song sung by Mary 
after hearing she would become the mother of Jesus.   
 

Then there’s a reading from the New Testament, followed by the Nunc Dimittis – the 
words of an old man called Simeon who had been promised to see the Son of God 
before he died. 
 

A further set of responses and prayers for the day and the night ahead then complete 
the service. 
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5 Draw me out of the net that they have laid / privi - ly / for me:  

for / thou / art my / strength. 
 
6 Into thy hands I com- /mend my / spirit:  

for thou hast redeemed me, O / Lord thou / God of truth. 
 
7 Thou hatest them that cleave unto false / gods:  

but my / trust hath / been - in the Lord. 
 
8 I will be glad and re-/joice in - thy /mercy:  

for thou hast looked upon my trouble, * and hast cared for - me / in ad-/  
versities. 

 
 

Glory be to the Father, * and / to the / Son: and / to the Holy / Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, * Is now, and ever / shall be: world without / end. / A-/men. 
 
 
The first reading is read from the Old Testament. 
  
MAGNIFICAT (replaced by the hymn “Tell Out My Soul” which is based on the words of the 
Magnificat found in Luke 1.46.  Tune = Woodlands) 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!  
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age to same;  
his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.  
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!  
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
to children's children and for evermore! 
 
 
The second reading is read from the New Testament. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS (replaced by the hymn “Lord Now Let Your Servant” which is based on the 
words of the Nunc Dimittis found in Luke 2.29.  Tune = Pastor Pastorum) 
 
Lord, now let your servant 
go his way in peace 
your great love has brought me 
joy that will not cease: 
 
For my eyes have seen him 
promised from of old 
saviour of all people, 
shepherd of one fold: 
 
Light of revelation 
to the gentiles shown, 
light of Israel's glory 
to the world made known. 
 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth: 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit;  
the Holy Catholic Church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And with your spirit. 
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Let us pray. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as It is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
THE LESSER LITANY (sing to plainchant) 
 
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
O Lord, save thy people;  
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
O Lord, save the Queen;  
And give her counsellors wisdom. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
And evermore mightily defend us. 
 
Make clean our hearts, O God;  
And renew a right spirit within us. 
 
The Collect of the day. 
 
The Second Collect, for Peace 
Almighty God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to 
obey thy commandments, and that, being defended by thee from the fear of our enemies, 
we may pass our time in rest and quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Third Collect, for aid against all perils 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The service ends with a prayer called The Grace 

St Paul’s Church, Llandudno 
 
St Paul’s was built in the late 19th century as the town of Llandudno expanded.  It was 
built to seat 800 people and is sometimes called Llandudno’s “cathedral” because of its 
size.  
 

Nowadays, St Paul’s remains a vibrant church with traditional services on Thursday and 
Sunday mornings.  A weekly coffee morning also takes place on Thursdays and there’s a 
craft group on Monday afternoons and toddler storytime on Wednesday mornings. 
 
Music has always been an important part of the life of St Paul’s.  The church is now one 
of the few left in North Wales to still have a traditional four-part robed choir, who sing 
at the Sunday morning service each week and at other special services during the year.   
 


